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Is it payday yet?
The NCAA will ‘enhance’ some opportunities for student-athletes to make money

KATHERINE BUTLER / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

JOSHUA CLAYTON

thedmsports@gmail.com

An NCAA board voted
unanimously on Tuesday to
explore modifying its rules to
allow college athletes to profit
from their names, images and
likenesses.

The board released a statement calling divisions of the
NCAA to begin determining
how to specifically update their
rules “in a manner consistent
with the collegiate model.” The
board that has gathered feedback for months will continue
to weigh it’s options, asking

divisions to immediately
look at bylaw revisions giving
athletes the right to make
money outside of their institution by January 2021.
“We must embrace change
to provide the best possible experience for college
athletes,” NCAA board

chair Micheal Drake said
in the press release. “Additional flexibility in this area
can and must continue to
support college sports as a
part of higher education.
This modernization for the
future is a natural extension
of the numerous steps NCAA

members have taken in recent
years to improve support for
student-athletes, including full
cost of attendance and guaranteed scholarships.”
The official NCAA

SEE NCAA PAGE 2
SEE OPINIONS PAGE 7

Tisdale looks to transfer
CAMERON RICHARDSON
thedmsports@gmail.com

FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Tisdale recently entered the transfer portal to be recruited by other teams.

Ole Miss quarterback
Grant Tisdale is looking to
leave the program and has
elected to enter the transfer
portal.
The true freshman played
in one game as a Rebel,
appearing in the 59-31 loss
to Alabama, a game where he
threw a 28-yard touchdown
pass and rushed two times for

10 yards. Tisdale hasn’t taken
another snap in game since
while John Rhys Plumlee has
had four starts.
Tisdale was a four-star
dual-threat quarterback out
of Allen, Texas in the class of
2019, and joined fellow Allen
High School alumni Jaylon
Jones in Oxford.
“I just found out today.
Grant’s my guy so I wish him
nothing but the best,” Jones
said on Tuesday. “Everything happens for a reason.

I support what he did, and it
is what it is. I just know great
things are going to come his
way.”
The quarterback was
taking snaps with the second
team ahead of recent-starter
John Rhys Plumlee throughout spring football and
preseason camp, but he was
held on the bench when Matt
Corral left the California
game with a rib injury. Since

SEE TISDALE PAGE 8
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continued from page 1
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The baseball team celebrates after Cooper Johnson scores a
home run at the regional game against Clemson this summer.

announcement comes after
a California law passed in
September that would make
NCAA bylaws illegal in the state,
prohibiting California schools
from punishing student-athletes for profiting off of their own
name, image and likeness.
Several other states, including New York, Florida and Ohio,
have moved toward introducing
a similar bill while the NCAA
maintained its stance of calling
for a uniform, national bylaw on
the matter.
“As a national governing
body, the NCAA is uniquely
positioned to modify its rules to
ensure fairness and a level playing field for student-athletes,”

NCAA President Mark Emmert
said in the press release. “The
board’s action today creates
a path to enhance opportunities for student-athletes while
ensuring they compete against
students and not professionals.”
While the proposals of
modernization for the NCAA’s
rules will potentially allow
players to profit from endorsements, the bylaws will not let
the athletes benefit from playing specifically and must meet
a list of principles developed by
the board, leaving an open door
to the definition of a collegiate
model.
The NCAA will move to
ensure that student-athletes are
treated similarly to non-athlete
students, “unless a compelling
reason exists to differentiate.”
The board also seeks to clarify

the distinction between collegiate and professional opportunities while protecting the
recruiting environment.
“As we process today’s
announcement, we will look to
our leadership at the conference level to guide us through
the future steps of this complex
subject matter,” Ole Miss
Interim Athletics Director Keith
Carter said in a statement Tuesday. “As discussions continue,
we are hopeful for a fair and
appropriate resolution that will
benefit our student-athletes
within the collegiate model.”
The language in the statement on Tuesday gives the board
room for continued restraint in
whatever bylaws are established,
but it is ultimately the first step
toward student-athletes being
compensated for their work.

Celebration of Ronzo’s life set for Friday
KENNETH NIEMEYER
thedmnews@gmail.com

When entrepreneur and
Oxford legend Ron “Ronzo” Shapiro passed away in August, local
community members immediately
began making plans to honor his
legacy.
This Friday, the Yoknapatawpha Arts Council will host a second
celebration of Ronzo’s life at the
Powerhouse. The arts council is
hosting the event at the request of
local community members who
want to continue to remember his
legacy.
On Aug. 25, local musicians
organized a “second line,” a New
Orleans-style marching parade
in his honor. Hundreds of people
joined in behind the band, marching down North Lamar Boulevard
to Proud Larry’s.
“People kind of made this
commentary that no one was
watching the second line because
everyone was in the second line,”
Yoknapatawpha Arts Council
Director Wayne Andrews said.
“We’re getting calls from out
of state (from) friends that are
coming (and) people that remember him from when they were
here,” Andrews said. “People have
shipped things here so that they can
share it.”

Shapiro was born in St. Louis
and moved to Oxford in 1975. A
long line of entrepreneurial success
marks Shapiro’s time in Oxford. He
owned several businesses, starting
with the Hoka Theatre in the 1970s
and later the Main Squeeze Juice
Bar and Shelter Café.
Andrews added that Shapiro
kept the same formula for success
with all of his business ventures.
All of Shapiro’s businesses seemed
to have a signature dish, from the
famous cheesecake at the Hoka
Theatre to the lunches and breakfasts at the Shelter Café.
“It was gathering place, a little
bit eclectic, (with) quality of food,”
Andrews said. “I’m sorry, but the
black bean burrito over at Main
Squeeze was phenomenal.”
Oxonians saw Ronzo everywhere, from college events run by
students, to book readings to serving on city committees.
“I don’t know how anyone was
physically in that many places,”
Andrews said. “I often theorized
that there were multiple Ronzo’s.”
Ronzo’s role in Oxford wasn’t
just that of an entrepreneur; to
some, he was a career counselor. He
helped both Andrews and Melanie
Addington, Director of the Oxford
Film Festival, land their first jobs
in Oxford.
“I used to be a reporter, and he

told the (Oxford) Eagle they should
hire me, and they listened and let
me work for them for a little while,”
Addington said.
Ronzo, an avid supporter of
film, was always looking for movies
to bring to Oxford. He co-hosted
the Oxford Film Festival awards
ceremony with Beth Ann Fennelly,
professor of English, for several
years.
The film festival renamed its
documentary film award to the
Ronzo Award and will show “The
Rocky Horror Picture Show” on
Halloween in his honor. He showed
the film at the Hoka Theatre before
it was shut down.
“There was no independent film
in Oxford before he started showing stuff,” Addington said. “He
would show anything from highart independent films to porn. The
porn is kind of what brought in the
students and made the money, but
he loved documentaries and all
kinds of independent film, so he
was the only one showing it for a
long time.”
Shapiro left his mark everywhere he went in Oxford. An
action figure of his likeness hangs
in Square Books next to a figure of
Mayor Robyn Tannehill.
“He kind of was our minister of
culture, we used to joke,” said Cody
Morrison, a book buyer for Square

PHOTO COURTESY: TOM RANKIN

The Ronzo Celebration of Life is set for Friday. The Yoknapatawpha Arts
Council is hosting the event for a second time by popular demand from
Oxford community members.
Books.
The Yoknapatawpha Arts
Council expects a large turnout
on Friday to celebrate Ronzo’s life.
He left a large number of T-shirts
behind to be given out at the event
to encourage people to make donations to local community groups.
There will also be music and

drinks, and people are invited to
tell their stories of experiences with
Ronzo.
“He was a transplant from
somewhere else that really believed
in this area and loved it,” Addington said. “Because of that love, he
changed it, and it changed him, I
think.”

CONGRATULATIONS TO TEXAS A&M TICKET WINNERS
Nick DeRay and Kyle McKamie

Nick DeRay

Win Ole Miss Football Tickets
Two people can win a pair of tickets to see the
Rebels take on New Mexico State Nov. 9th.
Go to Campus Creek
to enter for your chance to win.
101 Creekmore Blvd.
662.513.4980
One entry per person. Employees of the Student Media Center and their immediate families are not eligible for contest. Winner’s photo will be used in promotional materials.

Winner will be
announced on
Rebel Radio
Thursday,
Nov. 7
34125

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 30 OCTOBER 2019 | PAGE 3

How a D1 athlete
became an advocate for
disability awareness
MASON SCIONEAUX
thedmnews@gmail.com

Dr. Feranmi Okanlami, from
the University of Michigan Medical Center, closed out the fall
Dialogues on Diversity program
by challenging how society and
academic institutions view and
treat people with disabilities, in
his “Disabusing Disability” event.
Okanlami, an Assistant
Professor of Family Medicine
and Physical Medicine and Rehabilition, as well as the Director
of Medical Student Programs
Office for Health, Equity, and
Inclusivity, completed his
undergraduate studies at Stanford as an All-American track
athlete. Then, during his orthopedic surgery residency at Yale,
he jumped into a pool at a July
Fourth gathering and broke his
neck. He recounted the long
recovery process that has led
him to this point, as a practicing
physician who uses a standing
wheelchair to perform surgery.
“When asked if there’s
anything I’d change, I can’t say
that I would,” Okanlami said.
Okanlami challenged the
audience to a conversation, as
opposed to his lecturing for the
entire event. He first called on
Provost Wilkin, one of several
that he asked the same question:
“Why are you here?”
“I’m here to learn and gain
perspectives of what people with
different levels of disabilities’
lives are like,” Wilkin said.
Okanlami presented several
pictures on the screens within
the Student Union ballroom, the
location of the event, to challenge
the audience’s perspectives.
One in particular showed three
people at a baseball game, each
a different height, with three
boxes among them to stand on.
He used this to stimulate an audience conversation on equality,
equity and reality.
“Such a seemingly easy
question becomes so complex,”
he said. “I don’t like to launch
straight into disability, because
I think it’s important to give
context.”

Okanlami, who works at the
University of Michigan Medical
Center, said that while Michigan
strives to be proactive in being
inclusive among students and
faculty with disabilities, many
medical institutions are lacking.
“Medical thinks that if you have
anything wrong with yourself,” he
said, “you can’t practice medicine.
And that makes no sense.”
He argued that because of
the way in which diversity talks
are often geared, the people who
need to hear the message are often
uninvolved in the conversation.
“Too often diversity talks are
geared towards the minority,”
Okanlami said. “They make the
majority feel as though they are
out of place, and even push them
away.”
Okanlami described his own
battles with people’s perception of him before and after his
disability, and how people with
disabilities are often made to
feel left out, especially those with
what he called “invisible disabilities,” such as depression.
“When I talk, people see my
wheelchair,” he said. “They are
more comfortable seeing physical disabilities. We need to do a
better job with invisible disabilities. When you’re not given
access to something, other people
are saying they don’t value your
participation.”
Okanlami condemned
people’s tendency to generalize people with disabilities. He
said that when confronting these
issues, effort is paramount.
“If you’ve met one person in
a wheelchair,” he said, “you’ve
met one person in a wheelchair.
We’re still going to mess up and
make mistakes, but with an
egoless-ness and if people see
that you’re trying, they’re going
to appreciate that.”
Okanlami, out of his love of
sport, has created an Adaptive
Sports Program at Michigan that
allows those with disabilities to
remain physical active.
“Whether you’re a Paralympic athlete or just someone who
wants to go to the rec(reation)
center,” Okanlami said, “everyone

MASON SCIONEAUX / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Feranmi Okanlami, who attended Stanford, Yale and Michigan, is a doctor at the University of Michigan
Medical Center. Okanlami started an adapted sports program to expand activities for disabled community
members in Michigan.

should have access to exercise.”
Okanlami challenged Ole
Miss by talking about the
University of Alabama opening
the Stran-Hardin Arena in 2018,
a $10 million venue solely for
adapted sports such as wheelchair basketball, the first of
its kind among college sports
programs. He used this as a call
for action among other universities to devote more resources for
disabled students.
“If this were something seen
as a priority throughout the institution,” he said, “there wouldn’t
be a need for a group on campus
that advocates for disabilities.
MASON SCIONEAUX / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
Every group would be doing it.
Just because you put a ramp up Feranmi Okanlami explains how he thinks society needs to work on
to the building doesn’t mean becoming more inclusive and diverse. Okanlami was the keynote
those who use stairs can’t use the
speaker for the Disabusing Disability event, the last part of the
ramp too.”

dialogues on diversity series.
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FOOTBALL

Rebel run game
gearing up for Auburn

YOUR
VOTE IS
OUR
ICE.

JOSHUA CLAYTON

thedmsports@gmail.com

OTE

November 5, 2

For more information visit
w .yallvote.sos.ms.gov

After a much-needed
open week, the Ole Miss
football team has a date
with one of the best defensive fronts in the nation
at Auburn, led by tackle
Derrick Brown and edge
Marlon Davidson on Saturday.
At 6-foot-5, 318 pounds
and 6-foot-3, 278 pounds,
respectively, the two
seniors strike fear into any
offensive coordinator in the
nation, especially one who
emphasizes running the
ball. The Auburn defense
that specializes in disruption on the interior will test
the Ole Miss run game.
“They’re really good
against the run. They’re
good against the pass, too.
Those are the defenses you
play against in this league.
They’re good at everything,” head coach Matt
Luke said. “But again, we
have got to be who we are.
I think in terms of formations, we can do some
things to cause them problems, but you just have to
do what you do. They are
very good, but they are a
good defense no matter
what you do.”
Ole Miss offensive coordinator Rich Rodriguez
said he’ll have to find the
balance in scheming for the
dominant defenders and
keeping identity this week.
“The last thing you want
to do for our guys is have
some indecision or some
confusion up front, and
all of a sudden we can’t
execute,” offensive coordinator Rich Rodriguez
said. “If you execute poorly
against a team as good as
them, then it’s really going
to be bad.”
After a week away
from practice, a host of
the Rebels are back on
the field to prepare for

the tall task in Auburn
this weekend. Head coach
Matt Luke confirmed that
the offensive line is back
to full health this week.
Eli Johnson, Ben Brown,
Alex Givens and Micheal
Howard were all full participants on Sunday.
Scottie Phillips was also
full speed, and Jerrion Ealy
cleared concussion protocol after his head injury
against Texas A&M. John
Rhys Plumlee did not practice but received treatment
and is expected to go on
Wednesday. Plumlee is
expected to play on Saturday, but a limited running
quarterback could put a
damper on the Ole Miss
gameplan.
“We’ll try to do what we
can do well. There’s not a
lot of people that do well
against their front anyway,
but we’ve got to eliminate
negative yardage plays and
obviously can’t have turnovers,” Rodriguez said.
“We always start every plan
saying ‘if we have no negative yardage plays and no
turnovers, we have a great
chance.’ Easier said than
done.”
The Tigers have allowed
only 17.9 points a game and
105.9 rushing yards a game
and slowed the prolific LSU
offense to 23 points last
week.
“It’s one of the top
defenses we’ve faced since
I’ve been here. They’re
good in the interior and the
secondary and very physical at linebacker. We’re
going to have to do a good
job of not getting negative
plays and protecting the
ball. These guys get turnovers. When you drop back,
they pressure the passer
and create turnovers with
their physicality. We’ll have
to play well on the road
against a very good team.”

28214

need more news?
Visit thedmonline.com for breaking news on
Oxford and the Ole Miss campus

While you’re there, sign up for The Morning Briefing, our
newsletter with the top news of the day.
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BASKETBALL

Blake Hinson to miss season opener
JAKE DAVIS

thedmsports@gmail.com

With 10 days until the official
tipoff of the 2019-20 season, the
Ole Miss men’s basketball team
finds itself in a familiar position.
Picked once again to finish in the
bottom half of the conference, the
squad is hungry to prove itself in
a crowded SEC field.
The Rebels return most of
their core players from last
year’s tournament team with the
ultimate goal of returning to the
NCAA’s Big Dance, something
that hasn’t been done at Ole Miss
since 2002. A return to the NCAA
Tournament requires consistent production from their star
backcourt. The tandem of senior
Breein Tyree and junior Devontae Shuler seems to be one of the
best guard duos in the conference. They will also return starter
Blake Hinson and last year’s sixth
man, K.J. Buffen, who will most
likely start at power forward this
season.
Hinson will miss the first few
games of the season because of a
blood abnormality that has kept
him out of full practices throughout the semester. The sophomore
has not had full contact practice in months, but head coach
Kermit Davis said Hinson is feel-

ing good and will go to the doctor
for an update on November 1.
“He’s doing everything
noncontact… He definitely won’t
play against Mississippi College,
and I don’t see him playing in the
first game against Arkansas State
unless something changes, but
then after that, we can give you
a specific date (for his return),”
Davis said.
Hinson and Buffen are two
sophomores who played during
crucial minutes for the Rebels
last season and will be depended
on even more this year after the
departure of seniors Terence
Davis, Bruce Stevens and D.C.
Davis, as well as Dominik
Olejniczak who transferred to
Florida State during the offseason. They will also have expanded
roles on the team thanks to the
added depth down low this year,
headlined by junior transfer
Khadim Sy and redshirt freshman Carlos Curry. Both players are significantly bigger than
Stevens, a stretch four who was
forced to play a significant chunk
of minutes at center because of
the team’s lack of size. The two
players are stronger rebounders and interior defenders than
Olejniczak and Stevens.
“(Our size) kind of gives guys
more options in terms of positions,” said sophomore Luis

Rodriguez. “Now you can move
K.J. (Buffen) anywhere now.
Last year we weren’t as big in the
key, so he was strictly playing
the four. This year he’s playing
the three, playing some two, he
knows multiple positions so you
can move him around.”
Rodriguez is also ready for
an expanded role and is the most
likely successor to Terence Davis
at the three. Coach Davis has said
that, as of now, Rodriguez is a
starter for the team because of
his on-ball defense and his ability to be a defensive playmaker
while locking down the opposing
team’s best wing.
“He’s physical on the ball,
but he’s got to get better off the
ball,” Davis said. “He can be one
of the elite defenders on our team
and in our league. He’s got everything: great feet, great strength,
athletic, he’s more comfortable
in what we’re doing now than he
was this time last year.”
Rodriguez was a defensive
menace in high school both at
Westchester High School in
Los Angeles and at Woodstock
Academy in Connecticut, where
he played his senior season. He
has the tools to succeed on that
side of the ball, but he must be a
more complete offensive player
for the Rebels to have a chance
at making the tournament again.

FILE PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Breein Tyree defends a Fayetteville State player last season. Ole Miss
basketball will host the first exhibition of the season on Nov. 8.
Last year, he averaged just one
point and one rebound in six
minutes per game, but says he
has worked on his offensive game
in the offseason.
“I watched a lot of film of
what (Terence Davis) used to do
last year and talked to him here
and there. I try to mimic everything he did well, you know, just
learning from him all year. Last

year, he used to kick my butt in
practice, and it made me better,”
Rodriguez said.
Rodriguez will be leaned
on more heavily in the first
few games with the absence of
Hinson and has big shoes to fill
following the departure of one of
the best players to ever lace it up
for the Rebels.

Vote Tuesday, November 5

I am the only candidate with local government experience.
The importance of this isn’t simply what I’ve worked to
accomplish over the last four years as District 1 Supervisor,
but what I’ve learned directly from the community along
the way. If elected to the Senate, my unique knowledge of
county government and experience representing people
just like you will enable me to make a positive impact for
Panola and Lafayette Counties from day one!

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING

PROVEN RECORD OF RESULTS

New & Improved Infrastructure:

Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-Midnight, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am

PLEASE
RECYCLE
YOUR DM

34183

5,000

AT
SUPER GSTRUEMES

• 25+ miles of road upgraded in District 1
• West Oxford Loop extension
• Sisk Avenue extension
• Sisk Avenue & Highway 7 Intersection Improvements
• Expanded Natural Gas availability
• Expanded High-Speed Broadband access

New Recreation Facilities:

ADULT CO T!
FOR REN

• Lafayette County Arena
• Oxford Activity Center

Enhanced Community Facilities:

• New Lafayette County Fire Station 17
• Provided 30 acres for new Lafayette County Elementary School
• New Lafayette County Business Center, includes:
• Lafayette County Justice Court
• Oxford Municipal Court
• Driver Service Bureau
• Lafayette County Emergency Management
• Health Department
• MS Department of Child Protection Services
• MS Department of Human Services
• Oxford Parking Garage
28226

www.ElectFrye.com

JO’S COSTUME SHOP

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Kevin Frye

2526 East University Ave. • Oxford, MS | 662.234.8826
Open Monday-Friday 10-4pm

34150

SMART GROWTH SECURE FUTURE
SHARED COMMUNITY VALUES
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Drew Holcomb and the Neighbors return to Oxford
GRANT MCLAUGHLIN

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Drew Holcomb and the
Neighbors brought classic rock
and folk songs to the Gertrude
C. Ford Center on Monday.
Birdtalker, the opening band,
opened for Holcomb with indie
rock and acoustic folk music.
Holcomb and the Neigh-

bors turned the slow Monday
evening into a Saturday night
jam with fast-paced folk songs
about life, family and classic
rock.
Holcomb sang his third song
of the night, “See the World,” to
his young son watching from
one of the balconies of the
theatre.
Holcomb talked about what
some of the songs were about in

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds on
classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME
CHANEY’S PHARMACY Position open for employment.
Enjoys working with others, Friendly on the phone, Good
Customer service skills. Apply in Store

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

NOW HIRING DRIVERS
at BOTH Oxford locations!
Make $12-$18 an hour!

Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030
ACROSS
1- Cease moving;
5- Genuine;
9- Price paid;
13- Zeno’s home;
14- Ready to hit;
16- Projecting columns
at end of wall;
17- Take down ___
(humble);
18- Gong;
19- Become closer to;
20- Attention-getter;
21- Beer barrel;
22- Oddly picturesque;
24- Eternally;
26- Drinking vessels;
27- Distinguishing
characteristic;
29- Unsullied;
33- Smell;
34- Small dabbling duck;
35- Diary of ___
Housewife;
36- Sidekick;
37- Amphitheater;
38- German article;
39- Concert halls;
41- Bicycle;
42- Florida’s ___
National Forest;
44- Sweets;
46- Removes wrinkles;
47- Keep it, to an editor;
48- Thing;

49- Pretentious;
52- This ___ stickup!;
53- Shambles;
57- Freudian topics;
58- Petty;
60- First name in scat;
61- ___ of Eden;
62- Marisa of “My
Cousin Vinny”;
63- Trim;
64- ___ bien!;
65- Not fem.;
66- Head of France;
DOWN
1- Junker;
2- Heidi’s home;
3- Wine sediment;
4- Two wrestlers on the
same side;
5- Uproar;
6- Old anesthetic;
7- You’re making ___
mistake!;
8- Flight;
9- Variety of rummy;
10- Dedicated to the
___ Love;
11- “South Park” kid;
12- Fruit-filled pie;
15- Strong liquor from
Mexico;
23- Increases;
25- Itinerary word;
26- Stretch the neck;

34108

SOLUTION TO 10.28.2019 PUZZLE

27- Occupation;
28- Play parts;
29- Sneaks a look;
30- That is to say...;
31- Metal spikes;
32- Mystery writer
Buchanan;
33- Footless;
34- Country singer
Travis;
37- Side by side;
40- Hockey stat;
42- Metal-bearing
mineral;
43- Remark;

45- Airport abbr.;
46- Sloping letter;
48- Cruise stops;
49- Internet writing
system that popularized
“pwn3d” and “n00b”;
50- Petri dish gel;
51- Prescription info;
52- ___ Rock;
54- Waiting for the
Robert ___;
55- Strip of wood;
56- Overfill;
59- Pop’s partner;

his new album.
“It’s a very family-oriented
record. It’s about my family,”
Holcomb said.
The song called “Dragons” is
about Holcomb’s grandfather;
“But I’ll Never Forget the Way
You Make Me Feel” is about his
wife; “See the World” is about
his son; and “You Never Leave
My Heart” is about his brother.
Holcomb said he draws
inspiration from artists like
Bruce Springsteen, Tom Petty
and Carole King. He also credits
authors like John Steinbeck and
William Faulkner with inspiring
some of his work.
“I think that my wife is a big
part of that,” Holcomb said.
“You know, I’ve written a lot of
songs about her. Certainly, like
sort of the wrestling match with
God is a big theme in music, like
Jacob wrestling with God.”
Holcomb came back to
Oxford after four years to play
GRANT MCLAUGHLIN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
his latest album “Dragons” and
other tracks he and his band, Drew Holcomb and the Neighbors bassist Rich Brinsfield at the Lyric on
The Neighbors, have released.
Monday in Oxford.
Although Holcomb was
never a student here or resident of Oxford has played here
“It’s been great to tour with you’re a part of the family, too,”
at the Lyric and Proud Larry’s them and watch how they work, Holcomb said.
numerous times throughout his ” singer Dani Green said.
The crowd joined in on
career.
For their last song, they multiple songs with the band as
Before the show Holcomb brought the trio Birdtalker back they played. The band played
talked about what he thinks of on stage to join in Holcomb’s classics like Elton John’s
Oxford and what he did once he finale, “Dragons.”
“Rocket Man,” as well as hits
got here.
“They’re just incredibly from their latest album.
When Holcomb arrived in talented and hardworking
“I’ve been looking for a group
Oxford, he had breakfast at BBB people,” Green said. “So, it’s that would bring in a different
with John Currence, who owns been very inspiring just to kind of person into the Ford
the restaurant. Then he and his witness it. So then to come out Center,” Julia Aubrey, director
family walked to the Square and for that last song and get to do of the Ford Center, said.
did some Christmas shopping. that together, it’s just made
Aubrey said that she will be
The Holcombs spent a couple us feel very included and very bringing in more diverse artists
of hours at Square Books, special.”
into the Ford Center following
purchasing some of the first
Holcomb invited the audi- this show.
editions and signed editions of ence to join in on the music
A former member of the
authors that he loves.
multiple times throughout the Grateful Dead, Bruce Hornsby,
After the show, members night.
will be here performing at the
of Birdtalker spoke about their
“If you’re here tonight, Ford Center in March.
experience with the band.
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Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

NOVICE

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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OPINION
College athletes are already being
exploited. Pay them.
LYDIA JOHNSEY

thedmopinion@gmail.com

Would you tell the student
employed at the local coffee
shop that she does not deserve
to be paid for her work because
she is already attending college
for free? Or perhaps the student
employed by the university, like
student union workers here at Ole
Miss? The contribution of labor
resources to the economy almost
always demands compensation.
The revenues that student-athletes help generate for advertisements and other parts of the
marketing industry are no exception, and these individuals are
entitled to receive payment.
Tuesday, the NCAA reversed a
long-standing rule that prevented
college athletes from receiving
payment for the use of their name,

image and likeness. The reversal
passed among the NCAA Board
of Governors unanimously, and
it is a remarkable step in restoring equity in college sports and
entertainment industry. While
the details are not set in stone,
the promise to compensate
student-athletes for the exploitation of their names and faces gives
me hope that these profiteering
industries are pursuing fairness.
Until recently, college athletes
were usually seen by the public as
students first, athletes second.
However, the amount of class time
they miss to meet the demands
of callous NCAA schedules says
otherwise. Nevertheless, many
people who oppose paying college
athletes argue that scholarships
compensate the extra work they
put in.
But, let’s compare two
students: Both have exceptional

abilities and both receive significant scholarships. The difference is that one student earned
her scholarship by taking a fourhour test, and the other earned
hers by practicing a rigorous
sport for hours each week. Does
that seem fair? Do students with
merit aid not have greater free
will in their day-to-day decisions?
College athletes have to endure so
much, and others profit off their
sacrifices. Surely, their efforts
constitute at least a small form a
payment.
Another irrelevant argument
against paying college athletes is
that the compensation of these
players will turn the college sports
industry into a business. It is
already a business. These athletes
are putting in above-and-beyond
effort for their schools, and television companies, marketing agencies, coaches, administration and

institutions are all profiting as a
result.
There is still much to be
decided on the rules for paying
student-athletes. Abiding by Title
IX and specifying discrepancies
among compensation in Division I, II, III and NAIA schools
seem to be the most prominent
factors in these decisions at the
moment. Will men and women
receive equal pay? Will football
players and track players receive
the same offers? Will pay increase
by division? We will soon find out.
Until then, I remain hopeful for
the future of college sports and
entertainment, and I look forward
to the positive impacts that will
result by paying our student-athletes.
Lydia Johnsey is a freshman
international studies major from
Fayetteville, Tennessee.

TWITTER
REACTS
NEW NCAA DECISION
@SenatorBurr
“If college athletes are going to make
money off their likenesses while in
school, their scholarships should be
treated like income. I’ll be introducing
legislation that subjects scholarships
given to athletes who choose to ‘cash
in’ to income taxes.”

@Mansell247
“What the NCAA scared of is the
recruiting part of this. Got news
for them, it is going to be HUGE in
recruitments. Can you promise a FiveStar his jersey will be on store shelves
the first year? Absolutely Oregon would
be able to say that, Alabama, UGA,
Maryland (UA), etc.”

@domthefurious

How the NCAA rule will further
exploit athletes
EMILY STEWART

thedmopinion@gmail.com

In high school, every fall
semester was consumed by
Friday night lights. The student
section was packed, the band
exploded with fanfares and the
concession stand seemed to
burst with fried food. So much
of Southern culture is consumed
by football. The football players
on our team dreamed of playing
in college, and some of them did.
But as the months went on, their
expectations of their football
careers grew.
Once they signed with their
universities, their possibilities
seemed endless. High school
athletes start to think it’s likely
they’ll play professionally, but
these kids need a reality check
–– not a paycheck. The NCAA
wants to exploit college athletes’
desires to go pro by allowing
them to make a profit. What will
student-athletes have to give up
in return?
As of 2015, 52% of Division 1
football players and more than

YOU DONT WANT
THEM RESPONDING
TO YOUR TEXT.

75% of Division 1 basketball
players believed they would
go pro, but only 2% of college
athletes will end up being a
professional athlete. By allowing
student athletes to make a
profit, we’d be treating them as
something they are not. This will
create an aura of superiority.
They’d be getting paid. It can’t
get much better than that.
Our teams sometimes travel
hundreds of miles. It’s exciting,
but unfortunately, just one day
away from Oxford could equate
to as many as three or four classes
missed. Now, with the chance to
make money off of their athletic
skills, will students have any
incentive to make up classwork?
Let’s say between practicing
and going to games, an athlete’s
GPA drops, and they lose a
scholarship. With that extra
money they could now make,
would they even notice the loss
of a scholarship? So, an athlete
might ask themselves, “Why
should I go to chemistry or
history class when I’ll still get
paid to do what I love?” That’s
called a career. This is college.

The NCAA ensured that there
would be a “clear distinction
between college and professional
opportunities” among paid
college athletes, but I don’t see
how this could happen if athletes
can make a profit off their name
recognition. At that point, what’s
the difference?
The educational bar for
student-athletes is already low.
The national average GPA of a
college athlete is 2.379 while it is
2.681 for non-athletes. On a fourpoint scale, this is a big difference.
To stay in the NCAA, athletes
have to reach a cumulative GPA
of a 2.0 by the end of college.
Meanwhile, to be eligible for
academic aid, Ole Miss students
must have a 3.0. With the extra
pressure this new rule puts on
students, will the GPA disparity
grow?
The academic expectations
of student-athletes are different
from non-athletes. Since athletes
work so hard on the field, their
GPA requirements aren’t as
intense. Athletic and collegiate
environments clash. Coaches
expect their players to put in

100% effort, but so do professors.
At some point, student-athletes
have to choose.
This new rule could
incentivize a lower academic
standard, but this isn’t the only
concern.
A 2012 study reveals that
almost 30% of college athlete
injuries are from “overuse.” A
paycheck will only increase the
amount of stress athletes put on
their bodies. I can only imagine
the kind of additional pressure
these athletes will be under. The
students that have the potential
to go pro risk never reaching their
academic potential, or getting
seriously injured, before they
graduate.
The bottom line is that the
purpose of college is higher
education, and it doesn’t have to
happen in a traditional setting,
but it can only work if studentathletes are treated as students
first.
Emily Stewart is a freshman
international studies and
Arabic major from Columbia,
Tennessee.

Opinion Policies:
Columns do not represent the views of The University of
Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian. The Daily Mississippian
welcomes letters to the editor, which should be emailed to
dmletters@olemiss.edu. Letters should be no longer than 300
words. They may be edited for clarity, brevity and libel. Thirdparty letters and those with pseudonyms or no name will not be
published. Letters are limited to one per individual per month.
Letters should include contact information, including relationship
to the university, if applicable.

“PSA: When the @NCAA days they’re
going to do something, they’re lying”

@ alex_kirshner
“The NCAA hasn’t done anything of
consequence today, but because they
worded their press release in a very
specific way, media organizations are
acting like the NCAA just changed the
rules to let players be paid. Don’t fall
for this! It is not what is happening!”

@JayBilas
“NCAA Prez: ‘The board’s action today
creates a path to enhance opportunities
for student-athletes while ensuring
they compete against students and
not professionals.’ What nonsense.
‘Student’ means enrolled, nothing
more. Status as a student has nothing
to do with money. Zero.”

@MecoleHardman4
“Lol this isn’t going to go how
everybody think.”

@SainAsylum
“When NCAA College Hoops 2K21
comes out it’s over.”

@ShannonSharpe
“Thought NCAA couldn’t/wouldn’t do
it? Change normally happens when
one is forced to change”

@AndrewYang
“Big move in the right direction toward
compensating college athletes. But
it’s not enough - the NCAA operates a
billion-dollar business and the athletes
deserve their fair share of that value,
particularly as they are the ones putting
themselves out there on the field.”
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TISDALE

continued from page 1
then, Plumlee has emerged as
the starter while Tisdale was
left shelved.
“I did see each in practice,
with all the quarterbacks but
with Grant, too, he always
kept a smile,” Jones said. “He
worked hard, real hard. He
threw good balls and did what
the coaches asked, but it’s not
my say on if I felt like he should
be on the field.”
The transfer portal was
recently introduced last year as
the first step for players looking
to transfer, making it possible

for any coach to contact them.
Tisdale is the first major player
to enter the database for the
Rebels due to lack of playing
time.
For Ole Miss, the loss of
their third string will most
likely cause Kinkead Dent to
assume Tisdale’s place ahead
of Saturday’s game against
Auburn.
Plumlee, off a minor knee
surgery last week, is expected
to be healthy, along with Matt
Corral taking lead snaps in
practice. These two quarterbacks are likely to share the
offensive responsibilities
against Auburn, like they have
in recent weeks.

FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Grant Tisdale looks for a receiver downfield against Alabama earlier this season. Tisdale was rated as a four star
recruit in high school.
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THE OLE MISS 2019-2020 YEARBOOK
SIGN UP FOR CLASS PORTRAITS TODAY
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FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS
NO APPOINTMENTS NEEDED. YOUR PHOTO WILL BE TAKEN ON A WALK- IN BASIS

COSTUME CONTEST

$1,000 PRIZE
MOJO playing Thurs. - Sat.
Free Beer & Free Food!

28229

